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BROTHER VIRUS INFECTS AMERICA AND ALL THAT JAZZ

_BrWILLIAM PESEKJR.

What is BROTHERVIRUS? According
to the band, BROTHER VIRUS is an
answer to the answers given by the
administrators of stvle and condoles
their merry widows ...

BRCTHER VIRUS s the new German-
Chirese art of music cooking-the charm
of a >loody bouncer and the pilgramige
nf Reme. ...

BROTHER VIRUS is amazed at the
mirecle of love....

FJowever, manzger Glen Leslic has
an explanation which is enore in touch
withk realily; “BROTHER VIRUS is an
experimental, improvisational quartet
from Munich whose style yanges from
psychedelic, high-energy rock to
cont>mporary jazz.”

Un their newestrelease. A Night at
the Nirvana Club, the quartet displays
their prowass and versatility as they
flirt »ith fourdifferent lovers of different
funk rhythms. At times it. seems as
thaugh they are feur soloists playing
simeltaneously, butwith £ common goul.
Whet begins as simple funk tune turns
into a minimalist power Lool.

Anyon2 who says that \othing new
is happening in musikc has not heard

BROTHEE V_RUS. By changing meter, .

groove aud other paramete s they build
walls of sound, which ultimately come
crashing dows. [Us like climbing a rock-
face and thinking thal vou Bave reached
the summit only to look up ind see that
there's more w coine. Sorme song titles
are “Tonat Duke”™, “Daughter of the
Queen of te Clean Noodls™, and “The
Bill: Frisell and Free Dope for fvan
Lendl”

The band surfaced last _earfromihe
depthsofthe Munich free-jacz movement
which marries facets of ontemporavy
jazs and traditional blueswitk avant-
garide-rack Also, BROTHIR VIRUS s
partof NetArt, an associatdn of Munich
artists dedicated to givng "ujuu:;ical
expaditions ima the world [Fthe living.”

Its not hard to pinpeintseme of their
more mainstream influeiwes like Jimi
Hewdrix, I'at Methany and raank Zappa
as well as less commercad ats hike
Thelonius Menk and Ste=e Reich. Yot
even with these teaceabls roois. their

music stildl repels the realm of
classificatisn without permeating it.

Labeling-resisiant music is whal
these four German mausician create-
unconventianal and exploring. Guitarist
Gunnar Gedsse finds great asylum as a
founding member «f the BROTHER
VIRUS and sees the band as an escape
(rom the stifling Munich music scene. ]
never founc a band where I could put all
of my musieal stylestogether,” he says.
“1 nasically play what [ want io play.™
The band is ;ounded off by keyhoardist
Werner Klausnitzer, bassist Patrick
Scales, and Mauricede Martinondrums.

Butcreating theirownbrand ot aural
sculpture has paidof: for the band in the
guise of a newly agquired recording
contract witlk ENJA. a major German
label which is the exclusive importer of
most margue-calibe~ U.S. jazz acts.
ENJA carréntly carrviezs Michael Scoficld
and Franco Ambragetti.

Where dees the name BROTHER
VIRUS cowre hrom vou ask?

“The music sounds strange-sort of
like a varus " interpedis Geisse, A virus
is oten thought of ax a sickness, as
something had-bet-with BROTIIER

VIRUS , gcople see thala viruscanbea
good thing too.” Adversely the word
‘brothe~ d2notes a sense of family and
fraternity. Combining the twn words is
verballs eharacteristic of Lhei-sound-to
the extreme.

In I'eb-uary BROTHEE. ¥*IRUS pgot
a crash course in the etiguette of
Americanaudiences with twa grea shows
at CBGBs and the Knitting Factory. “Ty
felt ver= coanfortable to play it the US.”
says Geasse. “] liked that therwere very
open Lo the music, it was fun.” Unlike
the storny natare of the Germnan music
scene, tieUS music comnmni-y fercasts
smoather sailing forup and ceming acts.
Accordang to Geisse, “Tlere's no
competition like in Germany. The
musicians support eachotheroverhere.”

BROTHER VIRUS will return to
the stat2sthis coming autums: following
the releaas» of their forth commg album
and a pessihie tour of Japan. #Whatever
the futcre holds for BROTHER VIRUS.
you ¢t bet Lhat they'lt be cround to
infeet i revitalize the svorld of
conlennorary jnzz,

BRYFhE T VIRUS s here @
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